Jﬁw B . The last such match 1 attended at

=25 : _ -1 Roundhay was in 1949, shortly before my
family moved to the Midlands, when Jack
Appleyard's XI played Dick Howarth's
- Worcestershire X1, which was the full
Worcester county side plus another young
Yorkshire Colt in Eric Fisk. Amazingly,
I still have the match programme, printed
on very thin paper. Although rather
fragile now, I can reproduce it here.

| Oﬂ—ﬁ—hﬂ.—. AT ’Q—.—zc—.— AY PARK The star-studded home side was typical of

e . .30 the quality of the elevens which regularly
Sunday, 22nd May, 1949 at 2-30 P appeared, with such well-known county

men as Eddie Paynter, Arthur Wood and Horace Fisher. The three great West Indians,
Weekes, Worrell and Holt, and the Australian Cec Pepper were the icing on the cake,
performing as they did in those days in the Lancashire League. Weekes and Worrell would
dominate proceedings at Test level the following season when the West Indies toured
England, along with ‘those little pals of mine’, Ramadhin and Valentine.

Years later I managed to find the |
scores of this match, plus many
others, from ‘The Yorkshire
Post’ archive in .Leeds Central
Library. Worcester batted first '

JACK APPLEYARD'S CHARITY CRICKET XI

ALL PROCEEDS FOR THE GENERAL INFIRMARY AT LEEDS

Jack Appleyard’s 5 v. Dick Howorth's Xi

and I remember the fair-haired ! Sete fioms {WORCESTER)
Yorkshireman George Dews top Cosper(E) -
scoring with 52. T later saw him EOBENDM
playing league football for both .Tﬁmmmwwﬁ,mmw.ﬁi w.__n m .ﬁwow?z

Plymouth Argyle and Walsall. |
Worcester scored 232-8 declared,
but Appleyard's XI, with some
assistance from the great Frank

E_SORRELL (W Indind @ GWh BICK
1. K. HOLT West Fndivs) (2558
C..EERPER | Awuiraiia) Hensar zcﬁaﬂdx.w

R PARKER (Culm
1. THOMPSON (Pudiey] T SHRUHORCESTER XK

: L_RHODES (o)
.<<o_.3= who made a century in W, HEYOR ¢ naaa. m»ts yaRreso
Just over an hour, coasted to K. SMAEES | Yorashirs) PRI
victory with 233-8. Not a bad AN OTHER TROIM

afternoon's entertainment.

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, things came full circle for me as my office side played
home matches on the Roundhay Oval in the Bradford Business Evening League against
some very strong Building Society, Insurance Company and Banks sides, often reinforced
by several 'ringers'. I was delighted to play on the sacred turf when most of my team-mates
had no idea of the history of the place.

In recent years the pavilion has been rebuilt with appropriate security screens to repel the

threat of vandalism and it is good to see cricket continuing at this historic venue which
brings back so many great memories.

14

FREDERICK DELIUS PLAYING CRICKET FOR PARIS
IN 1898

Leslie S. Woodcock

The ‘Eleven of Notts County v Sixteen of Paris’ game, §
played at the “Tir aux Pigeons’ ground in the Bois de |
Boulogne in Paris, on Friday the 26th and Saturday the !
27th August 1898, was a remarkable cricket match on |

two counts. :

Firstly, the match appears nowhere in any archives,
including ‘CricketArchive’, or the comprehensive
published history of the Standard Athletic Club of Paris,

Life’ for the Ist September 1898. There, it was
described at length in fulsome prose and with complete |
scorecards given.

The match was an irregular one, so to speak, and with
irregular teams. The Paris team, for example, comprised |
expatriate Englishmen, formed from the larger Standard |
Athletic and Albion Cricket Clubs of Paris, whilst the [
Notts’ team was called a Notts County XI, m:%_v\
because of one young county professional playing.
Notts teams were ecarlier frequent visitors to Paris, and
with varied names, such as ‘Notts Castle’ or ‘Notts
County Amateurs’ — forerunners of the County team. Paris teams also visited the UK -
sometimes called ‘Paris Amateurs’ or ‘United Paris’. Cricket in France, and in Paris, was
long-established, and there was a strong presence of cricket from the 1860s, although the
game there dates from much earlier. By about 1900, there were twelve cricket clubs around
Paris and a French Cricket Championship.

Frederick Delius.
Photograph courtesy of the Delius Society.

Secondly, the match was noteworthy in that two players, one on each side, achieved fame in
the different ficlds of classical music (Frederick Delius, 1862- _ouhv and cricket (John Gunn,
1876-1963). Moreover, and coincidently, nmos played a key part in the performance of the
other and in both innings.

Frederick Delius, the developing classical composer, young cricket enthusiast (NCS
Booklet 2017, 10-11), and later keen club cricketer in Yorkshire and Lancashire (NCS
Booklet 2018, 12-13), was playing for Paris whilst living in Grez-sur Loing, south-east of
the city. This is the only instance found so far of him playing in Paris, although Eric Fenby,
Delius’s assistant (and amanuensis) for six years until Delius’s death wrote, without precise
details, that Delius ‘often played for an English X1 in Paris’.

Delius had arrived in Paris in 1888, aged 26, and so may well have played cricket for ten
years before this 1898 match - and for some clubs, now almost forgotten. A return match of
‘Fifteen of Paris’ against Notts Castle on the Notts Castle ground on August 4th and 5th,
1899 had no Delius - or Gunn — playing. This 1898 match, then, may have been the peak -
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and end - of Delius’s cricket-playing in Paris and
| France - at the age of 36.

By 1898, moreover, Delius was having success with his
compositions. Among the more familiar orchestral
pieces being published and performed by then were the
Florida Suite, Sleigh Ride, Summer Evening, Over the
Hills and Far Away, La Calinda (from the Opera
Koanga), Appalachia, and American Rhapsody.

For John Gunn, aged 22, this Paris match was his first

foray into cricket abroad - his only time in Europe with

a visiting Notts team. There seems to be no mention of

¥ this match in any writing about John Gunn or his career,
# and it may be his only match of this kind.

Gunn, of course, later became one of Nottingham’s
cricket greats: an all-rounder who scored 24,557 runs
and took 1,242 wickets, completing the double four
times consecutively, an England Test player, and a 1904
Wisden Cricketer of the Year.

In 1898, Gunn’s first full season of county cricket, he
had played in fourteen county matches before this Paris
match, including two against Yorkshire, at Headingley
: and Trent Bridge. The county season ended on the 18th
John Gunn. The original source of this of August, and the Eleven of Notts County arrived in
photograph is unknown Paris on Thursday the 25th August.

In this low-scoring match (which the Notts team won by 25 runs), Notts made 60 and 74,
whilst the Sixteen made 51 and 58. The scorecard shows that Delius caught Gunn (batting at
4) in both innings, whilst Gunn caught and bowled Delius (batting at 5), and then clean
bowled him in the 2nd innings:

Ist inns) J Gunn ¢ Delius b McArthur 0 2nd inns) J Gunn ¢ Delius b Braid 6
Ist inns) F Delius ¢ & b Gunn 2 2nd inns) F Delius b Gunn 0

Gunn had some success as a bowler, totalling 22 overs, 6 maidens, and taking 5 for 43,
whilst Delius bowled in total 4 overs for 11 runs. As well as catching Gunn in both innings,
Delius took three more catches in the Notts 2nd Innings. Gunn, however, was solely
responsible for all his five wickets taken, with Delius in the two innings, and then three oEﬁ
wickets being clean bowled in the 2nd innings. Some interesting questions arise from this
match: did either player even remember or mention their early meeting on the cricket field to
anyone, or later know of, or even follow, the other’s success?

We can now only speculate based on facts and the contexts around both men. Would Delius
have commented later to anyone about Gunn: ‘this was the county player I got out twice n
Paris in 1898, or ‘this was the Test player who got me out twice in Paris’? Fenby wrote that
Delius, in banter, ‘... used to brag how, in his prime, he had never let a loose ball go by
without punishing it unmercifully, and never dropped a catch in the slips...”. Perhaps Delius
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fielded there against Gunn and his team-mates.

Delius was known to be an avid follower of cricket scores and matches. In a talk in Leeds in
1950, Neville Cardus recalled that in conversation with Delius, all Delius wanted to talk
about was cricket, not music, and, curiously, nowhere in Delius’s existing 610 published
letters does he mention cricket to anyone. It seemed he wanted to keep these two areas of his
life separate: cricket was for conversation with knowledgeable enthusiasts.

Earlier in life, Delius would have had access to English newspapers and match scores and
details, both in France - brought by visitors from England - and when in England on
frequent visits before becoming ill in 1918, although these were not always in summer. In
Yorkshire, Delius often stayed with his sister Clare in various places — Harrogate, Ilkley,
Lothersdale, and Wibsey - and so can be presumed to have studied Yorkshire and England
scores there whenever possible. There were also visits to (and around) London and other
large cities. Delius, then, would likely have been well-informed about cricket and cricketers
on these visits.

It is highly likely, therefore, that Delius would be familiar with both the Test Match details
of Gunn on tour with MacLaren’s XTI to Australia in 1901-2, soon after this 1898 match, and
Gunn’s two home Australian matches in 1905. But Gunn also featured regularly in 50
matches against Yorkshire between 1897 and 1923, with 29 in the county. Four were at Park
Avenue in Bradford - surely attracting Delius’s interest, having earlier played there himself
three times in 1881 and 1882 - as would eight games at Scarborough, a boyhood ground.

Even when increasingly incapacitated, Delius was keen to know and discuss scores and
details of matches, especially Test matches, read to him by Fenby from 1929 onwards. By
1932, though, Gunn’s career was over, and Delius died soon after, in 1934.

What of John Gunn? Later in life did he ever remember this connection between himself and
Delius. It is likely Gunn would remember this Paris match - his first abroad and in his first
full season. This, despite him playing over 500 matches in a career lasting 36 years. Did he
know about Delius? Did he ever remark to anyone that he was caught out twice by the
classical composer, or that he bowled out Delius twice?

In retirement, from 1932 to 1963, Gunn was an avid reader of cricket statistics, including
Wisdens, even over breakfast. Perhaps he kept a scorecard of this unrecorded match to
peruse, although this might be a faint hope. Gunn, too, had a musical connection, being a
keen amateur singer, a light baritone, singing in the Lady Bay Male Voice Choir and a
church choir. Delius did, in fact, write songs for unaccompanied chorus and also songs with
piano accompaniment, though it is a little unlikely that Gunn’s choirs would come across
these.

On balance, then, it would seem that Delius could well have been much more familiar with
Gunn’s cricketing career than Gunn was with Delius’s musical career. Two people who
might have known some details of this are no longer alive. John Townsend, Gunn’s highly-
esteemed, portrait-painter grandson and possibly the remaining person who might have
helped with this, died in 2003. Eric Fenby, who lived with Delius and his wife from 1928-34
in Grez-sur-Loing, and who discussed cricket with him, died in 1997. Sadly, it seems no-one
remains to discuss this match and any connection between the two men.

Please see acknowledgements at the bottom of page 28

17



BOXING DAY MATCH REPORT: TO THE WIRE BOXING DAY MATCH 26TH DECEMBER 2018
Steve Bindman NORTHERN CRICKET SOCIETY
I, J Hebden (Townville) not out 37
On a dry and not unpleasant day, Society won the toss and batted first and despite the 2. S Lawrence ( Heworth) ct Prowse b Shelton 0
intermittent loss of wickets made a highly creditable 171. Three players achieved 30 with 3. A Ward (wkt) ( South Milford) b Chana 22
returning opener Jack Hebden left stranded on 37 not out as we were dismissed after 24.2 of 4 BB White ( South Milford) b Chana 5)
a possible 25 overs. Dan Horry scored 35, Tom Conboy 31 and keeper Alex Ward 25, Ward 5. BB Akhtar (Pudsey Congs) b Ralphs 9
accompanying Jack Hebden well after the loss of an early wicket. Taran Chana took 4 for 0. D Horry (Crossgates) ct & b Chana 35
18, 7. 11 Bashir (East Ardsley) b Singleton 9
8. 'I' Conboy (Garforth PC) b Singleton 31
Chana, along with James Burnett, retired having achieved 30 in the North Leeds reply and 9. S Thomas ( South Milford) b Williams 14
Carlos Prowse scored 20. Society did not bowl or field at their best but tried hard to defend 10. 7 Akhtar ( Old Leos) ct Taylor b Shelton 4
their total and in the end it was the returning Chana, taking his score to 49 not out, who I, A Stoddart ( ¢ ) (Mutineers) ct Bowes b Chana 1
helped North Leeds achieve victory on the last possible ball by two wickets, so that this was [2th man S Bindman ( Rufforth)
a real thriller for the spectators and an excelient match.
lixtra 7 (3 b/lb 4 nb/w) for 10 wkts (all out) Total 171
The absence of our overseas heroes of the year before, both back home for a break, - James Iall of wickets 1/13, 2/51, 3/63, 4/85, 5/107, 6/152, 7/162, 8/169, 9/171, 10/171
van de Merwe in South Africa and Kanhu Pattnayak in India -, had not helped our cause nor
had Keon Williams switching to the opposition and I am hoping he will play for us again Bowlers 0) M Runs Wkis (0] M Runs Wkts
next season! So all considered this was a great effort. 5 0 43 1 A Ralphs 4 0 29 1
M Shelton 3 0 33 2 B Singleton 5 1 30 2
Taran Chana was the Man of the Match by a country mile, well ahead of other contenders. 42 0 18 4 J Taylor 3 0 15 0
NORTH LEEDS CRICKET CLUB
. D Ralphs b Conboy 12
2. (' Prowse ct Lawrence b Horry 20
3T Chana not out 49
4. S Bowes (Bardsey) b Thomas 11
5. ) Burnelt retired not out 31
6, D Cowley (¢) ( wkt) ct &b Hebden 16
7. 13 Singleton b Hebden 0
#. ) Taylor ct Horry b Stoddart 0
9. K Williams (Bardsey) run out 10
10, M Shelton b Stoddart 15
I'1. A Ralphs not out 4
lixtras 4 (1b/lb 3 nb/w) 5 for 8 wkts  Total 172
oy s 3 E Iall of wickets 1/12, 2/63, 3/88, 4/134, 5/135, 6/136, 7/159, 8/162
otocraphs nelers Wres courtesy of Jo <
e . Bowlers O M  Runs Wkis O M  Runs Wkis
— - S— - —— __, R_ __:___,:,< 5 0 37 1 S Thomas 3 0 23 1
eslie Woodeock's Acknowledgements for his Delius article on pages 15 to 17 . . . ) oy 5 1 30 1 A Stoddart 4 0 24 2
dtish Newspaper Archive. Cardus, N (19505, ‘Neville Cardus remembers gieat moments in Yorkshire cricket, . 4
D e b 4 ichen 50 42 Shewes 30 30
Cambridge, Massachusetts: I wd University Press. Carlev, L (2019), President. The Delius Societv, Personal
information to the writer. Cricketdrchive. Cully I, et ul. (1990), The History of the Standard Athletic Chb, 1890~
1990, Paris: The Standard Athletic Club. Fenby, E (19661, Delius as 1 knew him, London: Icon Books. Gehardi Llinpires T Bowry & N Robinson / K Dibb Scorers H Heald & J Heald

Steinweg Collection (1897), Photograph of Fritz Delius, London: The Delius Society. Havnes, B & Lucas, J (1985),
The Trent Bridee Buttery: The Storv of the Sporting Gunns, London: Collins. Lloyd, S (ed)(1996). Fenby on Delius,
London: Thames. Wynne-Thomus, P (2018 & 19), Archivist 1o Nottinghumshire County Cricket Club. Personal
information and advice to the writer.

Man of the Match T Chana
North Leeds won by 2 wickets off the last ball




You can now follow Northern Cricket Society on Twitter

@C'ricketNorthern

We also have an email address

northerncricketsociety@yahoo.co.uk

Please help the society by ematling us your email address,
This will help us o reduce postage costs,

We intend to use both Twitter and emuil in nddition to more traditional ways of contacting
our members at short notice i the event of speaker evening cancellations.
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